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their innocence, although he had declared them to be
guilty.

" I hope that the Leipzig trial, which has been a
disappointment to the whole German people, will soon
come to an end. What has been shown is that we
cannot keep to abstract paragraphs, if we have to sit
in judgment on a low political crime; we find our-
selves then in an impossible situation."

Goring was wholly in the grip of the wish to set
himself above the laws of the land, if it seemed fitting
to him. Goring's conception of right and the will to
' root out' bound up with it have been pointed out
here over and over again. How he understands
justice came out very clearly in a speech in the Prussian
Landtag on ' the spirit of the New State,' in which he
said: " The administration of justice in the national life
is not based on paragraphs and letters, but, like ah
things in the social life, on men. Here what is needed
are judges that are personalities whose thought and
will are rooted fast in the knowledge of the organic
oneness of their blood with the national community.
The law-maker must not set the arbitrariness sprung
from intellectual abstractions in the place of people's
justice."

Within his own sphere of power Goring had long ago
brought in private law. His SS men and Gestapo have
a free hand : the man who is taken to a concentration
camp never knows when or whether at all he will be
let out again. Punishments are done at will and are
unlimited ; and the death penalties advised by Goring;
are, so far as Prussia goes, decided for or against in the
last resort by him himself. He has repeatedly asserted
that he, as the Prussian kings once did, had the task